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  Hello everyone, hope you all have survived the winter 
and are enjoying the onset of the chilly spring weather. That 
brings us to the preparation of the various activities of the 
Connecticut Rubber Group for 2005.  
 
We have had already  the Spring Technical Session on March 24, 
2005. The attendance was light which was probably due to the 
weather and also due to the fact that it was held day before Easter 
Friday!. However thanks to Ray Cash who organized  the 
technical meeting. The speakers were Steve Henning(Sartomer), 
Leonard Palys(Arkema) and Ray Cash(RT Vanderbilt). Ray Cash 
is also in touch with Boston and Rhode Island Rubber Groups  
with regard to  the Tri-State Meeting and the details will be 
announced as soon as it is available.  
 
As announced in the first newsletter of 2005, we have replaced 
the “Mixing Course” with “Basic Rubber Technology Course” 
which has been approved by the Rubber Division. Our very 
dedicated members have put together an excellent program which 
is to be held on September 20 & 21 at the Courtyard Marriott, 
Waterbury.  Please see inside the newsletter for more information 
and also registration. We request you to pass on the information 
about this course to your technical and sales staff and encourage 
them to participate. 
 
Also  the Golf and Tennis outing is scheduled to be held on 
Thursday June 16, 2005  which is always lots of fun because it 
gives all of us an opportunity to socialize with customers and 
colleagues. 
 
If  any of you have any comments or suggestions, please feel free 
to contact me or any Board members shown in the Contact list. 
 
Finally, Art Delgrosso and the web designers from  
RT Vanderbilt have done an excellent job in revising the CRG 
web site, so please check out our web site. 
 

Best regards, 
Chitta R. Lahiri 

  2005 Connecticut Rubber Group Chair 

2005 Annual Dues 
With the start of the new year, it is time to pay 
the annual dues for membership in the CRG.  
Please send your check for $15.00 along with 
the membership application form on page 3 in 
this newsletter, as soon as possible.  You need 
to be a paid member to continue to receive 
mailings (for the golf outing and technical 
meetings), be eligible to sponsor scholarship 
applicants, and receive this Newsletter. 

Even if you are a life member or an emeritus 
member, you still need to return the 
membership application form, so that we can 
be sure we have your correct address and 
know that you are still interested in 
remaining a CRG member. 

Any questions, please contact your CRG 
Treasurer, Juan Cardona at: 

203-426-4223 or 

 jjcardona@charter.net  
 

Reserve these dates!!! 

Tri-State Meeting 
 

Details to Follow 

  

Date Not Finalized    

Golf Outing 
June 16, 2005  

See Page  4 For Details 

 &  Application Form 
 

 

CHAIR’S MESSAGE 
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BASIC RUBBER TECHNOLOGY  

COURSE  

The Connecticut Rubber Group is planning a 
"new" Educational Program in Basic Rubber 
Technology. This course will be a two day 
intensive meeting covering natural and synthetic 
rubber, their characteristics and applications. In 
addition, there will be speakers fillers, 
accelerators, processing aids and their effect on 
rubber compounds. Also, vulcanizing methods, 
testing and mixing equipment will be discussed. 
The course is planned for September 20-21, 2005 
at the Courtyard Marriot, Waterbury. (see Flyer 
enclosed in the Newsletter for details) 

Please plan to attend and make others in the 
industry aware of this new and exciting course 
offering from the Connecticut Rubber Group. 

Mike DiGiovanni 
See pg. 5 for course summary, enrollment details, 
and hotel accommodations.  
 

CT RUBBER GROUP WEBSITE 
 

 
We invite you to sign onto our website which is 
WWW.CTRUBBERGROUP.ORG 
 
After reviewing Chitta Lahiri’s Chair Message  we 
direct your attention to the links which are to the left 
of the screen. 
 
These links will place you directly into the Cradle of 
the Rubber Industry, our Historian’s Corner, our file 
of past Newsletters, more details on Upcoming 
Events, the application forms for Membership and 
Scholarships, our CRG Contact List and a Links 
section that allows you quick access to the ACS, 
Rubber Division, The Naugatuck Historical Society, 
Rubber World Magazine and Rubber & Plastic 
News. 
  
Art Delgrosso 
Editor  

   

TREASURER’S REPORT 
 

 
As of                                  1/1/05              5/6/05 
 
Checking & Savings       6,470.40           6,578.85 
 
Investments                    95,674.13        95,556.67 
 
Total                               102,144.53     102,135.42 
 
Payment of 2005 dues and dinner at the Spring 
Technical meeting account for the increase in  
checking and savings. 
 
Investment performance has been mixed; the  
gains in one fund has been less than the loss in  
the other because of which there has been a slight  
decrease in the total value of the investments. 

 
Juan Cardona - Treasurer 
 

 

DON’T FORGET 
 
 

Complete your 2005 Membership Application 
and mail your check to Juan Cordona. 

Thank you. 
 
 

  
Refer to Page 6 
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ANNNUAL CRG GOLF OUTING 
 

It is time to get your foursome 
together for this popular event         
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    Golf  
   Outing  
Information 

The course at The Tradition in Wallingford has 
been reserved for Thursday, June 16th.  After a 
luncheon buffet, we will have a shotgun start 
with a scramble format. 

The fee for golf and dinner will include a cart 
and driving range. 

For tennis players, the fee includes the buffet 
luncheon at the Tradition. 

Lower fees will apply for people who can 
attend only golf, tennis or dinner. 

Mike DiPino 
Golf Committee Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note:   Additional Details And Registration  
            Form is noted on page  4 

 
The course’s website is: 
www.traditionalclubs.com/wal/ 
 
The address is: 
 
The Tradition Golf Club at Wallingford   
37 Harrison Road 
Wallingford, CT   06492 
Telephone:   (203) 269-6023 
 
Directions:     
 
From I-91 South, Exit 14, turn right off 
exit, then left onto South Airlines.  Turn 
left on Route 150 then right on to 
Harrison.  The course is on the left.   From 
I-91 North, Exit 14, turn right on Route 
150, then right on Harrison.  The course is 
on the left.. 
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Connecticut Rubber Group    www. ctrubbergroup.org 
 
GOLF AND TENNIS OUTING    Thursday – June 16, 2005 
 
Tradition  at Wallingford, 37 Harrison Road, Wallingford, CT  (203) 269 – 6023 
 
GOLF:   Shotgun Start at 12:30 PM.  Scramble format. Free use of Driving 

Range. Buffet lunch provided at 11:00 AM (included for golf and tennis 
participants). 

 
TENNIS:  1:00 PM to 4:00 PM. Lunch included (at golf course). 
SOCIAL HOUR: 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM (beer, wine & soda included in dinner price) 
DINNER: 7:00 PM The buffet special. Something for everyone. You won’t be disappointed. 
FEES:  GOLF (includes cart) and DINNER  $120.00 
 TENNIS (includes lunch) and DINNER  $100.00 
 GOLF (includes cart & lunch) only   $ 65.00 
 TENNIS (includes lunch) only        $50.00 
 DINNER only       $60.00 
 
Please make reservations no later than June 13, 2005. No refunds can be issued due to  
our commitments. Showers provided at Tradition. BRING  YOUR OWN TOWEL. NO 
METAL SPIKES ALLOWED.  COLLARED SHIRTS REQUIRED ON COURSE. Dress  
Casual for dinner.   Questions? Contact Michael  DiPino, phone 203-483-1263, 
Fax 203-315-0819. E-mail: michael.dipino@dowcorning.com 
 
For reservations, fill out the following and return with it your check to:  Michael DiPino  
Golf Outing Chair, 159 Summit Drive, North Branford, CT 06471. 
 
Enclosed is my check for __________ payable to the Connecticut Rubber Group (CRG).  
 
Please provide a contact name with a daytime telephone number and /or email address. Maps and area hotel 
information will be provided on request. 
 
 Participant  Golf and  Tennis  Meal Golf Tennis 
        Meal and Meal only only only 
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
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The Connecticut Rubber Group 

Subdivision of the Rubber Division of the American Chemical Society 
Presents a course entitled, 

BASIC RUBBER TECHNOLOGY 
 An intensive 2-day course to be held on September 20-21, 2005 
 at The Courtyard by Marriott, Buckingham Square, Waterbury, Connecticut 
 
 Enrollment is limited to the first 90 persons remitting payment. 
Course Topics Include: 
♦ Natural Rubber – History, chemistry, grades, physical and dynamic properties, Speaker:  Peter Greene, Crompton Corp. 
♦ SBR – Emulsion and solution characteristics, Speaker:  Joan M. Kord, ISP Elastomers 
♦ Mixing Equipment – Processing and mixing of rubber compounds, Speaker:  Michael DiGiovanni, Farrel Corp. 
♦ NBR and HNBR – Characteristics, properties and applications, Speaker:  Paul Rau, Zeon Chemicals 
♦ Polychloroprene and Hypalon – Oil and weather resistant applications, Speaker:  Leonard L. Outzs, DuPont/Dow 
Elastomers 
♦ Carbon Blacks – Manufacturing, properties and effect on rubber compounds, Speaker:  Irene Yurovska, Cabot Corp. 
♦ Non-Black Fillers – Production, properties and effect on rubber compounds, Speaker:  Peter Ciullo, R.T. Vanderbilt Co.  
♦ EPDM – Characteristics, properties, and applications, Speaker:  Charanjit Chodha, Crompton Corp. 
♦ Peroxides and Accelerators - Types, function, effect on compound properties, Speaker:  Ralph A. Annicelli, N. E. Rub. 
Tech. Gr. 
♦ Process Oils – (TO BE DETERMINED) 
♦Plasticizers – Function and selection of ester plasticizers, Speaker:  Stephen O’Rourke, C.P.H. Inovations Corp. 
♦ Antidegradants – Types, function and effect on compound properties, Speaker:  Russell A. Mazzeo, Mazzeo Enterprises 
♦ Vulcanization Methods – Vulcanization methods and equipment, Speaker:  Ralph A. Annicelli, N. E. Rubber Technology 
Group 
♦ Testing – Overview of rubber testing, Speaker:  John Dick, Alpha Technologies 
Course Fee:    $495.00 payable to The Connecticut Rubber Group.  Fee includes a bound course curriculum, 

the latest edition of the R. T. Vanderbilt Handbook, two lunches and continental 
breakfasts, and morning and afternoon coffee breaks. 

Accommodations:   Call Courtyard by Marriott, 63 Grand Street, Waterbury, CT  06702 
     Phone (203) 596-1000.  Discount rate for attendees is $79.00 per night  
     plus tax, single or double.  Mention that you are with CRG. 
                                 (Accommodations are not included in the course fee.) 
To Enroll:     Mail check and completed form below as soon as possible to:  

Ms. Dolores Ramsey, R. T. Vanderbilt Company, Inc. Phone: (203) 853-1400 
30 Winfield Street, Norwalk, CT  06855   Fax:     (203) 853-1452 

 

   Ms. 
Name:   Mrs. 
  Mr._______________________________________________Title:______________________________ 
                         First Name          Middle Name        Last Name 
Company Name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 
Business Address: 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Daytime Phone:  (            )_______________________E-mail____________________________________  
$50.00 discount if you register prior to 7/29/05.   A discount of $25.00 per person available for 3 or more persons from the 
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same company.  No refunds after 8/31/05. 

  

   
 

I wish to ____ remain / ____ become a member of the Connecticut Rubber Group for 2005. 
 

NAME:   ________________________________________________ 
COMPANY:  ________________________________________________ 
STREET ADDRESS: ________________________________________________ 
CITY / STATE / ZIP: ________________________________________________ 
TELEPHONE:  _______________________    FAX:___________________ 
EMAIL:   ________________________________________________ 

 
 � Yes / � No This is a change to my current CRG mailing address 
 � Yes / � No I prefer to have newsletters and mailings sent to me by email* 
 
Primary function: ___ Sales/Marketing  ___ Technical  ___ Production  ___ Purchasing  ___ Other 

(specify ________________________) 
 

______ I am a Life Member.   

______ I am an Emeritus Member. 
_______          I am at least 65 years old and request Emeritus status. I have been a 

 member of the CRG for a minimum of 10 years. 
______ I am a Rubber Division member.    
______ I am a member of the American Chemical Society.    

 
______ I would like to serve on a committee of the CT Rubber Group. 
_______          I would like to serve as an officer / director of the CT Rubber Group. 

 
Please list any topics of interest that you would like to have presented at the meetings of the CT Rubber 
Group:  _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please forward the completed form with your check for $15.00** (the fee is optional for Emeritus and Life 
Members) made out to The Connecticut Rubber Group to: 

 
Juan Cardona 
13 Brookwood Drive 
Newtown, CT 06470-1842 
203-426-2443 
jjcardona@charter.net 

2005 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
March 24: Spring Technical Meeting – Rapps Paradise Inn, Ansonia, CT 
Sept. 20 & 21        Basic Rubber Tech.Course  - Waterbury, CT 
June 16:    Golf & Tennis Outing – The Tradition, Wallingford, CT 
Oct/Nov:    Fall Technical Meeting – Location & date  TBA 

  
 

* Mailings by email are in Adobe Acrobat Reader (pdf) format. 

The Connecticut Rubber Group 
A Subdivision of the Rubber Division, American Chemical Society 

www.ctrubbergroup.org 

2005 Membership Application 
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** Membership dues covers the printing and mailing costs of newsletters, meeting notices, scholarship 
notices, Golf Outing and Mixing Course Fund Raiser notices, annual ballots, publishing of membership 
directory every 5 years, and support our educational scholarships. 
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2005 Connecticut Rubber Group Contact List 
Chair - 2005 
Chitta R. Lahiri 
10 Sunset Drive 
Naugatuck, CT   06770 
203-723-8170 
crlahiri@email.com 
  

Vice Chair -2005 
Ray Cash 
R.T. Vanderbilt Co., Inc. 
30 Winfield St.. P.O. Box 5150 
Norwalk, CT  06856-5150 
203-853-1400  Fax 203-853-7726 
rcash@rtvanderbilt.com 

Treasurer 
Juan Cardona 
13 Brookwood Drive 
Newtown, CT 06470-1842 
203-426-2443 
jjcardona@charter.net 

Secretary 2005-2006 
Robert B. Hancock 
Hancock Engineering, Inc. 
150 East Aurora Street 
Waterbury, CT 06708 
203-757-4221  fax 203-757-2709 
hancock@ingress.com 

Director 2004-2005 
James Fritz 
Electric Cable Compounds, Inc. 
15 Franklin St. 
Seymour, CT 06483 
203-888-2656 x 122 fax 203-888-6037 
jfritz@eccompounds.com 

Director 2004-2005 
Steve Gangi 
76 Waverly Park Road 
Brandford, CT   06405 
 Sgang54@aol.com 

Director 2004-2005 
Bob Cornell 
Uniroyal Chemical (retired) 
38 Heritage Drive 
Prospect, CT  06712 
203-758-0657 
bobbylelou@msn.com 

Director 2005-2006 
Stan Gedansky 
Ritstag@aol.com 

Director 2004-2005 
Jeff Linn 
Para Tec Elastomers, LLC 
 Jeff_Linn@paratecelastomers.com 

Past Chair 
Tom Jablonowski 
TSE Industries, Inc. 
4370 112th  Terrace North 
Clearwater,  FL   33762 
727-540-1238  Fax: 727 540-0487 
Tom.jablonowski@tse-industries.com  

Area Director 
Joseph E. Royal 
H.M. Royal 
P.O. Box 28689 
Pennington Ave. 
Trenton, NJ   08601 
609-396-9176 Fax: 609 396 3185 
Joe_Royal@hmroyal.com 

Director 2005-2006 
Jennifer Forgue 
R.T. Vanderbilt Company, Inc. 
30 Winfield Street 
Norwalk, CT   07856 
203-853-1400 Fax:  203 853-7726 
jforgue@rtvanderbilt.com 

Historian 
Ralph Annicelli 
7 Dogwood Drive 
Ansonia, CT   06401 
203-734-7497 
ralphannicelli@peoplepc.com  
  

Publicity Committee Chair 
Arthur Delgrosso 
R.T. Vanderbilt Co., Inc. 
30 Winfield St.. P.O. Box 5150 
Norwalk, CT  06856-5150 
203-853-1400  fax 203-853-1452 
artdel@rtvanderbilt.com 

Finance Committee Chair 
Russ Mazzeo 
Mazzeo Enterprises, LLC 
406 Lakewood Road 
Waterbury, CT  06704 
203-753-2732 
mazzbro@juno.com 

Basic Rubber Technlogy Course 
Chair 
Mike DiGiovanni  
Farrell Corporation 
25 Main Street 
Ansonia, CT    06401-1601 
203-736-5562 Fax: 203 735-6267 
mdigiovanni@farrell.com  

Golf Committee Chair 
Michael DiPino 
Dow Corning Corp. 
159 Summit Dr. 
North Branford, CT 06471 
203-483-1263 fax 203-315-0819 
michael.dipino@dowcorning.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Arthur Delgrosso 
R.T. Vanderbilt Co., Inc. 
30 Winfield St.. P.O. Box 5150 
Norwalk, CT  06856-5150 
203-853-1400  Fax 203-853-1452 
artdel@rtvanderbilt.com 

Webmaster 
Art Delgrosso 
(see info above) 

Scholarship Committee Chair 
Steve Gangi  
(see info above) 

Historical Committee Chair 
Ralph Annicelli  
(see info above) 

Mark Your Calendars: 
2005 Meetings 

ACS Rubber Division                            Connecticut Rubber Group 
May 16 –18  Spring Meeting                 March 24 Spring Technical Meeting, Rapps Paradise Inn, Ansonia, CT 
 San Antonio, TX               Sept. 20 & 21, 2005 Basic Rubber Technology Course – Waterbury, CT   
November 1-3  Fall Meeting                      Oct/Nov. 2005             Tri-State Technical Meeting      
 Pittsburgh, PA                        
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Connecticut Rubber Group Newsletter 
 

  
Arthur Delgrosso, Editor 
R.T. Vanderbilt Co., Inc. 
30 Winfield St.. P.O. Box 5150 
Norwalk, CT  06856-5150 
203-853-1400  Fax 203-838-6368 
artdel@rtvanderbilt.com 
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